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NIKOLA TESLA WHO FIRMLY
BELIEVES WE MAY SIGNAL

OTHER PLAHETS.

By EDWARD MARSHALL.

itHE is one of the most amanzing
H newspaper articles which was ever
published.
that he has been receiving signals from the
stars.
at all impossible and that the wizard of
wireléss is quite right. In it Tesla an-
normees his belief in the startling possi-
bility which the Marconi statement sug-
gests, and poes further, dirceting atten-

In it Marconi declares belief

In it Edison says that this' s not

tion to his own experiments and stafe-
ments made some years ago, indicating
the inevitability of such signalling.

The discovery, if diseovery it*proves to
be (and the testimony of these three great
men, most able of the world’s investiga-
tors makes it reasonable to eall it that,
mekes it unrossonable indeed to eall it
anvthing less definite), opens flelds so
wide that they well may appeal to the
human mind which speculatively beging
their exploration.

They well may hold vas! seerets whose
revelation will revolutionize the thought
of all humanity, they may elarify and sim-
plify religions theories, putting behind
faith proof undeniable, snd taking from
the back of superstition the last prop
which holds it ap to fool mankind.

May Reveal Great Secrets

They may reveal material secrets of an
epoeh-making magnitude, metamorphos-
ing theories which haye been aceepted as
foudamental fact, adding new principles
which will give us bosis for tremendous
progress.

The statement by the fumous Italian
cengineer, who is kuown throughout the
world as the discoverer, or at least the
first perfector, of wireless felegraphy,
wos made in London to o member of my
stofl there, Mr. H. M. Forbes, a well
known and entirely reliable journalist,
What he wrote upon the subject after-
ward wos submitted to the great Tialian
for revision, and therefore, as I shal
quote it, netually represents the views of
Sigmor Mareoni

The Edison and Tesla stutements were
made to me, Mr. Edison’s at his labors-
tory in Orange, N. I, and Mr. Tesla's at
his Gotei in New York, after they had
read Sarconi's statoment,

“During my experiments,” Marconi
gaid, “I bave reccived signals whieh eon-
eervably might have been sent from or
bave arisen i inte rplanetary Bl‘ll‘ll‘.ﬂ‘.".

“You mean they may hisve been sent by
beings upon other planels to the inhab-
manis of this ane?”

“Yos.” The word
spoken.

But let me quote his statement econ-
secutively and in full It is purposely
made non-scientifie, so that the untrained
mind may grasp the great inventor's
meaning,

¢

was  positively

wbes called on Marconi during
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WIRELESS AUTHORITY
WHO HAS RECEWED
MYSTERIOUS MESSAGES

one of the iatter’s frequent visits to Lon-
dem, where be spends much of his time.

“Then you regard internlanetary com-
munication as n possibility 1" asked Mr.
Forhes.

“Yeui the idea of interplanetary com-
munication appears to me to be by no
menns outside the range of possibility.

“I shull he in no way surprised if, in
ense there be existent upon Mars beings
of an intelligence analagous to that of
human beings, they find a means of get-
ting into communiention with us on this
planet.

“Tramense things remain to be learned.
We have only nibbled at the edge of the
vast foast of knowledes which awaits us
in the seience of astronomy. It will link
up with the science of eclectricity. In-
deed it alrendy has done so. Thus linked
almost anvthing may be expected of the
two. !

“Coupled with wireless, especially, the
seience of astronomy. presents a study of
superlatively engrossing interest, The
faet that scientific understanding upon
this planet, upon the little earth, may be
far less advanced than that on other plan-
ets in no wise detracts from this interest,

May Have Tried to Signal Us.

“For all we know for years past, pos-
sibly for centuries uncounted, many of the
‘atars’ that we see in the lirmament may
hgve been in communiention one with the
other. Thinking it, wa inevitably must
he stimulated to great effort toward reali-
zation for ourselves of such possibilities
if they exist. )

“What reflection at first could be more
staggering o the human imagination and
then a greater urge toward remewed and
censeless study than the thought that,
through the ages, messages flashed from
ope celestial sphere to another may have
helped to develop whatever conscious life
exists upon the ecommunieation spheres, to
urge along on them through the exchange
of thought whatever thers exists of the
nature of that which we eall ‘civilization.’

“We upon the earth pave worked alone

~ gy on

arconi Credits Mystery Flash to FarPlanet

|- Strange Wireless Signals Stimulate Inventor’s Belief We
Soon May Communicate With Mars or Other Celestial
Bodies—Edison and Tesla ‘Regard Success Possible

The LATE PROF. PERCIVAL
LOWELL WHO STUDIED POSSIBLE

PLANETARY MESSAGES

tlis is an entirely unreasonable assump.
1}n!!‘"

“| do not regard it as at all unreason.
able,”

“May there be in existence elsewlicre
in the realms of space beings with a
qungnetic sense, a sense of orientation, or,
perhaps, an electric sense?”

“Discoveries to that effect would cause
me 1o surprise.”

“lf  beings existed an
electrie sense lighly developed might this
render them eapable of the reception of
wireless messages 1"

“Who ean say? Tt seems not beyond
the range of possibility.”

What Mr. Edison Thinks.

Mr., Marconi went no further in lus

possessed  of

specilations with regurd o these extraor-

TYPICAL MARCON! WIRELESS STATION Where
UNEXPLAINED MESSAGES HAYE BEEN RECEWVED,

and stumblingly. If those dwelling in
other worlds have had the help of other
beings, so that each finds itself in pos-
s¢ssion of a progression representative of
the sum of the wisdom existing among all
the eommunicating spheres, they may have
far surpassed us.”

“What first suggested to you this idea 1"
Mr. Forbes inquired.

And here comes the most amazing thing
Mureani said, one of the most amazing
things that any man ever has said,

“During my expgriments with wireless,”
said the great inventor, “I have encoun-
tered many striking phenomena.

“I have received signals which quite
coneeivably might have arisen somewhere
in interplanetary space!

“The marvels of the eosmos are unlim-
ited. It is idle to suppose that our com-
paratively Snsignificant planet sets the
fashion, leads (he van, represents a de-
velopment higher than or even as high
as that which exists on other spheres.

“And our own planet is a storeliouse of
wonders. That being so, we mny rest as-
sured that the same is true of the vast
hosts of stars at which we gaze with eyes

dinary sud 0l now seientifically un-
touched puzzles. He left the subject
wrapped in profound mystery, but he had
suggested startling possibilities and de-
clared that hie was working at the task of
- trying to penetrate it.  Mr. Forbes’s
record of the startling interview was sent
{0 me al onee,

I took the article, ns T roceived it from
wy London office, ‘o Mr. Edison at his
Orange laboratory, He did not fail to take
the matter very serionsly, although he in-
sfuntly explained that Le lays no elaim to
being expert in the setence of the wireless,

“The thought,” suid Mr. Fdison, “of
eourse is not n new one.  Humanity, al-
most as far back a8 our records go and
very likely far beyond, has been trying to
communteate with these henvenly bodies
which we eall the stars,

‘We all huve wondered if, some day,
gienals between the earth and other plan-
ofs would not be a possibility. Most of
us who have studsed any of these prob-
lews have wondervd it efforts to signal
us have not been made already by inhub-
itants of other planets.

“I have thonght about the matter and
have seen some signs of which 1T must be
eareful not o exnggerate the importanee
or significance. 1 remember that one day
while geated under a tree at the apex of
a Inrge mass of iron ore, I was eating my
lunch near my reduction plant, when I
noted thit the magnetic needle ol my
compass jumped about astonishingly. It
whae very strange.

which see no detuils, but yel must widen
in wonder,

“It would, be foolish {o suppose, for
instanee, that life cannot exist under con-
ditions other than terrestral, that is,
under eonditions different from theso
cxisting on this planet.”

I assumed that he referred to these
facts already fully established through
astronomy as to the wide difference exist-
ing among the stellar throng with regand
to volume, mass, densily, atmosphere, &e.

“We cannot say,” said Mr. Mareoni,
“that such diversity must be accepfed as
an insuperable obstacle to the manifesta-
tion of conseious and effective life”

“Do yon contend, then, that there may
he upon other planets intelligent life con-
cerning which we are quite ignorant 1"

Marconi's Suggestion Reasonable,
“At onee the thought ¢ame to my mind
that signals sent through interstellar
“It 15 certinly within the bounds of spnee might be responsible for the dis-
. i turbance. Not long alterward 1 made the
definite siggestion thut o seientifically
kept wateh for interstellar  signailing
should be established in Michigan, where
enormous musses of ore might be expeated
partienlarly to atiract magnetic signals
from spaes if any should be sent.
“Marconi's suggestion is more reason-
able, for it would be ensier to send static

possihility."”

“And do you consider it possible that
life us on those other planets existing may
have qualities not only different but su-
perior to the qualities of this earth’s
human beings? Some have argued that
whereas terrestrial man is endowed with
five senses beings possessed of many more
may eaiat on other planets. Do you think
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gignals throngte spuce than it would
be 1o send them through the atmosphere,
Resistance would be less.  He s quite

meht when e mamtains that the develop
ment of wireless 15 only i s mtuncy.

SOf ecourse T do nat kanow that any of

the plinets are inhalated, or, il any plinet
i5, what the nature of its mhabitants may
be. T sueh inhahitanis exist they surely
are suited to whatever their environment
may be, and that may mean that they are
very different from us

Disease Vapor in Space.

“We have no reason pesilively to de
elare that definite intluences even
than eleetrieal have not renchod us out of

space. There was the Spanish anfluenza,
so called, for example. We are not sure
that it ongmated on this planet. It

gpread everywhere irrespective of the
hines of human travel, 1t has been estab-
lished, for example, that it appeared upon
Paeifle Ocean islands wlieh hod had ne
communication with any ufected porlion
of the world; or, indeed, any portion of
tha wn[M whatever, Ships reaching ut
terly isolated ishunds found hulf of their
inhabitants 11l or dead of the disease
“Some scientitie man s said that we
were pussing through o clowd of henzol
vapor flosting i spaee

Betivol 15 potson

ong. It might affeet all lmanity plivsi
eally: it might affeet all homan thought,
distorting it,
influenee on the hrain.

“1t s not unreasonnble to supposoe ot

fur it s known ta banve an

more than onee we have passed thironeh
realms of space permentod with vapors of
ane kind or another. 11 tlys ovenrs 1l s
not unrensonabla to expoct thent to nffest
humanity.

“If any development of signalling oe-
eurs it will be accomplished by some pure

scientist with the unstinted nuli;" com-

ot her

of” THOMAS A EDISON WHO SAY.
PLANET COMMUNICATION v e

IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE

merviil men of imagination and not af'eaid
¢lfort and of money, The
asfronomer 1s 4 pure scientist, who ean
have no hiope of large material reward, or
any, indved, beyond his own satisfaction
of achievement and the comiuendation of
lits fellow men.

“Wireless wonld seem to be the medinm
of wlineh we mast I'I‘H.-n!.'ullll\' may expect
something in the way of signals from the
other platiets if we ever ire to receive such
signals, 11 operates in that unknown and
wondertul substanee or mechanism whiel
we eall the ether and which fills all space,
Atmosphere 15 loeal th us.

“1t hns heen allj'ﬂi‘-’-‘!f‘l]. and T neither
indorse nor reject the idea, that the
netivity of onr wireless effort during the
wir may have attracted the attention of
experimentors upon other planets, 1
doubt that, but T do not deny it. 1t is my
thoneht that when we begin to signal we
shall have diseovered new means, more
powerful and effective than any we at
present Know, O ponre, we may expect
the future to produce exactly that,
Signals From Intelligent Beings.

“If the theory snggested by Marconi Is
aeenrote and signals are being sent out by
s ome or more of the other planets
they mst be the work of '|u‘lrl|i{§ of intel-
ligenee—these planets must have inhabi-
tnnts. in other words.  As o matter of
tiet 1t s inexeusabile and stupid bit of
to nxsume that only this

produeed life and in-

to spend ol

rrolsin Lor |
st warth has
tellhgeenie,

“Plies intelleetunl individuals, if there be
poy, tpon the other worlds may be very
iyferent from  those upon  this earth,
They may bo different 1n form and dif-
forent in many ways, utterly nnlike man-
kind, But to nssume that they do not

Continued on Eighth Page.
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